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"I ask that you pass Dezil's (Dennis Zilinski) story onto others because for as many lives this war and others have taken, people forget that we have servicemen and women overseas defending our great nation  And I challenge you to take lessons from a life taken too soon, to be more loving, more faithful and more patriotic...if we all can be a little more like Dezil our nation and our communities and our homes will be a better place to live."





Capt. Brian J. Kraemer, United States Army, Nov. 7, 2010
Dear Sir/Madam:

The 6th Annual Lt. Dennis W. Zilinski, II Memorial Run/Walk was held on November 7, 2010 at the PNC Arts Center, Holmdel, NJ.  This year was the 5th Anniversary of Dennis' death.  A special tribute was paid to Dennis by the reading of his last letter home by his mother, after which Dennis' favorite song, An American Soldier, was played.  

All veterans and active duty servicemen/women were then called to the front of the podium while Proud To Be An American, was sung by the Rock'nRoll Chorus where they were presented with a special Honor Coin from the foundation.  There was hardly a dry eye at the event.  Many Vietnam Vets thanked the committee for the gift and the honor and said, "This is the first time that anyone has ever thanked me for my service."
Dennis' friend, Capt. Brian J. Kraemer, gave a very personal talk about his friend and his service to our country and asked everyone there to try to be more like Dennis, who certainly influenced his life.

We are pleased to announce that on November 13,  2011, we will be hosting the 6th  Annual Lt. Dennis W. Zilinski, II Memorial Run/Walk at the PNC Arts Center, Holmdel, New Jersey.

Proceeds from the 2010 Run allowed the Fund to donate to the following:  The Fisher House; Underwater Warriors, Inc.; Troopers Assisting Troops;  Specialist Brendan Marrocco; Thomas Jerome House; LCpl. Colin Pascik; WIA Hunt; Cpl. Rory Hamil; New Jersey's Run For The Fallen; Gold Star Mom Florence McSween.  In addition, boxes of supplies have been provided to our troops serving in Afghanistan and Iraq.
The 3rd Annual World Tour Run will be held again this year.  This run is open to all people who are not in our area but want to participate in this great event.  Applications are available for this run on our website.  
Being introduced for the first time this year will be the 1st Annual Youth Run, which will be held on November 13, 2011 at the PNC Arts Center.  This run will be for 1 mile and is open to youth ages 8-15.  

All of this work has been accomplished through the generous support of the public.  I am enclosing information regarding the available sponsorship levels with the hope that you would like to be a part of this community project to assist our wounded, improve the morale and offer our continued support of the men and women who serve this nation.  
We are also in need of in-kind sponsors to supply water, beverages, bagels, fruit, printing, banners, t-shirts, etc. and would ask that you review this information and commit yourself to supporting such worthy work.
Are you ready to accept this challenge?   We look forward to having you share in this special event and promise that you will not be disappointed.  Please contact us with any questions.





Sincerely,




LT DENNIS W ZILINSKI II MEMORIAL FUND           








BY:  _________________________________




         Richard E. Marshall, Chairperson

mz

encl.

6th Annual
LT. DENNIS W. ZILINSKI, II MEMORIAL RUN/WALK
	November 13, 2011
	PNC Arts Center
	Holmdel, NJ


Lt Dennis W Zilinski II Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 35, Holmdel, NJ 07733

www.RunwithDennis.org
RunwithDennis@yahoo.com
2011 Memorial Event Sponsor Opportunities

Screaming Eagle Sponsor ($5,000 and above)


Corporate Name on Race Bib (limited, time sensitive)


Corporate Name on Race Application (limited, time sensitive)


Corporate Banner at Start Area (provided by sponsor)

      
Print, Website and Verbal Recognition


Ten Race Entries and T-Shirts

Red Sponsor ($2,500 to $4,999)


Corporate Banner at Event (provided by sponsor)


Print, Website and Verbal Recognition 


Five Race Entries and T-Shirts

White Sponsor ($1,000 to $2,499)


Print, Website and Verbal Recognition



Three Race Entries and T-Shirts

Blue Sponsor ($250 to $999)


Print and Website Recognition 


Two Race Entries and T-Shirts

Ranger Sponsor ($150 to $249)


Website Recognition

Friends of Dennis Sponsors ___$149 ___$125___$100 ___$50      
____Other
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sponsor’s Name __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________

Contact Person ________________________________ Phone #____________________

Level of Sponsorship ___________________________ Amount ___________________

Sponsorships Must Be Received by 10/15/11 For Print Recognition.

Sponsorships Will Be Accepted After 10/15/11, But Print Recognition Not Guaranteed.

PERSONAL BIOGRAPHY OF LT. DENNIS W. ZILINSKI, II

December 23, 1981 – November 19, 2005

Lt. Dennis W. Zilinski, II died in Iraq on November 19, 2005 during combat operations while serving in the United States Army.  Born December 23, 1981, Dennis’ greatest loves were God, his family, country, friends, swimming and the United States Army.

Known for his wonderful smile and willingness to help, Dennis grew up in Middletown, New Jersey, where he was a member of the Middletown Reformed Church and attended  Middletown Village School, Thorne Middle School and graduated from Christian Brothers Academy in Lincroft.  Dennis was a swimmer with the Red Bank YMCA for many years and continued to swim at Christian Brothers Academy.

Dennis earned a nomination to the United States Military Academy at West Point and  graduated in 2004, having been elected Captain of the men’s swim team as a “Firstie.”  While a student at West Point, Dennis was awarded the Class of 1923 Memorial Award for Outstanding Member of Men’s Team and the Capt. Michael W. Kilroy Memorial Award for the Captain of the Men’s Swim Team.  He also completed the US Army’s Airborne School.

After being commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army, Dennis was accepted into Ranger School and graduated in March of 2005.  He deployed to Iraq with the 101st Airborne Division on September 17, 2005.  At the time of his death, Dennis was engaged to Lt. Marie Cicerelle, who was also stationed with the 101st Airborne Division.  

Dennis truly lived by West Point’s motto of DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY and stood behind the nation’s mission 100%, ready to serve and protect freedom.   He also lived by the Army values of LOYALTY, DUTY, RESPECT, SELFLESS-SERVICE, HONOR, INTEGRITY, PERSONAL COURAGE.

Lt. Zilinski’s medals include:  Combat Infantry Badge, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Global War on Terror, Iraq Campaign Service Medal and the New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal.

Dennis is survived by his parents, Dennis and Marion Zilinski, his two brothers Douglas Kenner and Ptl. Matthew J. Zilinski of the Howell Twp. Police Department, Matt is also a 1LT. in the New Jersey Army National Guard, where he serves as the Company Commander of the 508th Military Police Combat Support Company, Teaneck, NJ, his two sisters, Michele Vaughn and Tiffany Shiver and his grandmother, Anna Zilinski.

THE LT DENNIS W ZILINSKI II MEMORIAL FUND

The Organization

The Lt Dennis W Zilinski II Memorial Fund, a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization was created and founded in 2006 by a group of very close friends of Dennis’ in order to honor his memory and spirit for life.  An all volunteer twelve member Board of Directors was established to direct the Memorial Fund.  In one’s lifetime sometimes we are fortunate enough to meet someone who has the ability to affect our lives forever; this was Lt. Dennis W. Zilinski II.   

Mission Statement

Our mission is to honor the life and memory of U.S. Army Lt. Dennis W. Zilinski, II.  We provide support to improve the morale and welfare of members of the United States Armed Forces and their families.  Additionally, by providing scholarships, the Fund invests in the future of high school students who embody the leadership qualities and community spirit of Lt. Zilinski.

Operating Objective

The Lt Dennis W Zilinski II Memorial Fund sponsors the Lt. Dennis W. Zilinski, II Memorial Run/Walk and will continue to solicit local businesses and citizens in order to raise resources needed for scholarships and support of wounded military personnel.  Contributions have been made to various 501(c)(3) organizations that furnish prosthetics, clothing and handicap construction to wounded soldiers upon their return home. 

DONATIONS MADE BY THE LT DENNIS W ZILINSKI II MEMORIAL FUND

Underwater Warriors, Inc.

The Fisher House

Christian Brothers Academy - Scholarships
Brendan Marrocco,  United States Army, a resident of Staten Island
LCPL Colin Pascik, United States Marine Corps., a NJ resident

Cpl. Rory Hammil, United States Marine Corps., a NJ resident

Troopers Supporting Troops

Thomas Jerome House

NJ Run For the Fallen

WIA-Hunt, Arkansas

Gold Star Mom Florence McSween

Funding of school and care packages to the troops in Afghanistan and Iraq

